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as an independent con-
tractor who worked on 
various engineering 
projects.

During this time 
Mowrey also mar-
ried a woman named 
Mary Margaret and 
had two daughters: his 
late daughter, Melissa, 
and another daughter, 
Megan, who is a veteri-
narian in Canton, Ohio. 
Megan has two sons who 
both attend Northeast-
ern University in Boston. 
After his wife passed 
away, Mowrey married 
a woman named Donna, 
who resides with him in 
Mason. Mowrey is still 
involved with VFW Post 
9926 in Mason.
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�C�h�a�i�n� �R�e�a�c�t�i�o�n�!

�T�h�a�n�k�s� �f�o�r� �p�u�t�t�i�n�g� �C�o�m�m�u�n�i�t�y� �F�i�r�s�t�!

�M�e�m�b�e�r� 
�F�D�I�C�A� �B�e�t�t�e�r� �W�a�y� �T�o� �B�a�n�k�!�E�Q�U�A�L� �H�O�U�S�I�N�G

�I�D�#� �5�1�9�9�0�2

�O�H�I�O� �V�A�L�L�E�Y� �B�A�N�K� �®

�W�h�e�n� �y�o�u� �p�u�t� �m�o�n�e�y� �i�n� �o�u�r� 
�b�a�n�k�,� �y�o�u� �s�t�a�r�t�e�d� �a� �c�h�a�i�n� 
�r�e�a�c�t�i�o�n�.� � �W�e� �m�a�d�e� �a�n� �a�u�t�o� 
�l�o�a�n�.� � �A� �l�o�c�a�l� �d�e�a�l�e�r� �s�o�l�d� �a� 
�c�a�r�.� � �A� �s�a�l�e�s�m�a�n� �r�e�c�e�i�v�e�d� �a� 
�c�o�m�m�i�s�s�i�o�n�.� �H�i�s� �f�a�m�i�l�y� 

�b�o�u�g�h�t� �g�r�o�c�e�r�i�e�s�.� �T�h�e� �c�l�e�r�k� �a�t� �t�h�e� �s�u�p�e�r�m�a�r�k�e�t� �g�o�t� 
�a� �p�a�y�c�h�e�c�k�.� � �Y�O�U� �m�a�d�e� �t�h�a�t� �h�a�p�p�e�n�!

Chain Reaction!

Thanks for putting Community First!
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636 East Main St.
Pomeroy, Ohio 45769

Hours: M-F 9AM-7PM,
S 9AM-4PM

Phone: 740-992-2955

SWISHER & LOHSE
PHARMACY

Jittery Joes Gourmet 
Coffee open daily

Jittery Joes Gourmet Jittery Joes Gourmet Jittery Joes Gourmet Jittery Joes Gourmet Jittery Joes Gourmet Jittery Joes Gourmet Jittery Joes Gourmet Jittery Joes Gourmet Jittery Joes Gourmet 

Delivery, Drive-Thru and Pickup!
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For the Times-Sentinel

PORTSMOUTH — 
Giving thanks. That 
was common place at 
this year’s Area Agency 
on Aging District 7 
(AAA7) Annual Appre-
ciation Brunch, which 
was recently held at the 
Southern Ohio Medical 
Center Friends Center in 
Portsmouth.

During the event, 
several individuals and 
groups throughout the 
Agency’s 10-county dis-
trict were recognized 
for their service and 
dedication to not only 
the agency as a whole, 
but more importantly, the 
communities and seniors 
served by the agency. 
The Area Agency on 
Aging District 7 serves 
the following counties: 
Adams, Brown, Gallia, 
Highland, Jackson, Law-
rence, Pike, Ross, Scioto 
and Vinton.

Special awards that 
were presented at the 
event to individuals or 
groups included:

William A. Jenkins 
Award (Outstanding 
Contributor to Our 
Southern Ohio Aging 
Network)

This year’s Area 
Agency on Aging District 
7 “William A. Jenkins 
Award” was presented 
to Jane Taylor, past state 
director of the Ohio 
AARP, who recently 
retired. The AAA7 pres-
ents the award annually 
to an outstanding con-
tributor to the southern 
Ohio aging network. The 
announcement of the 
recipient of the award 
is kept secret until the 
day of the appreciation 
brunch. The award is 
named in memory of Wil-
liam A. Jenkins, a native 
of Gallia County, who 
helped build the aging 
network in southern Ohio 
through the Area Agency 
on Aging District 7.

During the award pre-
sentation, Pam Matura, 
executive director of the 
AAA7, acknowledged 
Taylor for the signi� cant 
impact she made during 
her career throughout 
the aging network, not 
only in the local district 
and Ohio, but also her 
contributions to provid-
ing input and change on 
a national level.

Intergenerational 
Educator of the Year 
Award

The Area Agency on 
Aging District 7 “Inter-
generational Educator of 
the Year Award” was pre-
sented to nine local uni-
versity/college programs 
that, over the years, have 
assisted the AAA7 with 
student placements to 
enrich the learning expe-
rience for their students 
and give them a real life 
work environment.

The universities/colleg-
es that were recognized 
included: Ohio University 
Social Work Program 
in Athens, Ohio Univer-
sity Chillicothe Campus 
Social Work Program, 
Ohio University South-
ern Campus in Ironton 
Social Work Program, 
Ohio University Nursing 
in Athens, Shawnee State 
University Department of 
Nursing in Portsmouth, 
Shawnee State University 
Department of Business 
Administration Health 
Care Administration 
in Portsmouth, Uni-
versity of Rio Grande 
Social Work Program in 
Rio Grande, Southern 
State Community Col-
lege Human and Social 
Services in Hillsboro, 
and Morehead State 
University at Ashland 
Social Work Program in 
Kentucky.

Partnership Award
This year’s Area Agen-

cy on Aging District 7 
“Partnership Award” was 
presented to the Univer-
sity of Rio Grande Esther 
Allen Greer Museum for 
their wonderful work 
with the AAA7 dur-
ing the annual Senior 
Citizens Art Show and 
Poetry/Essay Contest 
that is held during May 
and June each year on 
the campus of the Univer-
sity of Rio Grande.

Staff at the Museum 
have been a huge sup-
porter and friend of the 
event for many years, 
providing use of the 
Museum for the actual 
hanging and preparation 
of the Art Show, as well 
as the two weeks the 
art is exhibited and the 
closing Meet the Art-
ists Tea that is attended 
by artists, guests, and 
the community. The 
AAA7 Senior Citizens 
Art Show, which began 

in 1982, has grown over 
the years and during this 
time, the University of 
Rio Grande has been a 
steady supporter and 
partner. Their continued 
assistance has been a 
vital asset to the success 
of the event, which is 
a favorite among many 
seniors in the district.

Caregiver of the Year 
Award

The Caregiver of the 
Year Award was present-
ed to Aaron Bollinger of 
Lawrence County.

Informal caregivers 
are those unpaid indi-
viduals such as a spouse, 
partner, family member, 
friend, or neighbor who 
are involved in assisting 
others with activities of 
daily living or medical 
tasks. 65 million caregiv-
ers make up 29 percent 
of the adult population 
providing this care in the 
United States.

A Gallup survey in 
November 2012 found 
72 percent of caregiv-
ers were caring for a 
parent, step-parent, 
mother in-law or father 
in-law, with 50 percent 
of these caregivers being 
employed full-time. 
Working caregivers often 
must rearrange their 
work schedules, decrease 
their work hours, or take 
unpaid leave to care for 
their loved ones.

The Caregiver Sup-
port Program at the Area 
Agency on Aging District 
7 (AAA7) was created 
in 2001 through Older 
Americans Act funding to 
assist informal caregivers 
with information about 
caring for themselves and 
their loved ones, provid-
ing respite services, and 
linking caregivers to 
other needed services.

Regional Long-Term 
Care Ombudsman Vol-
unteers

Chelsea Adams, Ronda 
Bivens, Carol Carter, 
Daniel Farley, Jeannette 
Hayburn, JoAnn Hilder-
brand, Lois Ann Lemley, 
Nancy Miley, Dena Mor-
ris, Debra Neal, Joan 
Phillips, Maryellen Pratt, 
Elizabeth Prayner, Lavon 
Shields, Gerald Towler 
and Kathy Wolf-Utter.

Wellness Coach Vol-
unteers

Cher Belllar, Linda 
Black, Libby Brisker, 
Etta Charlebois, Ashley 

Daniels, Brittany Farley, 
Cindy Goodman, April 
Greer, Diane Hewitt, Kim 
Johnston, Tami Jolly, 
Joyce Lewis, Colleen 
McCambridge, Dee Med-
dock, Marty Newman, 
Terri Pearson, Susan 
Pitts, Cathy Shipley, 
Sandy Shirey, Tracey 
Smith, Patty Snyder and 
Sandra Williams.

Art Show and Essay/
Poetry Contest Volun-
teers

Joan Arrowood, Shelia 
Arrowood, Kathy Bays, 
Rita Baker, Clara Borden, 
Alice Chinn, Jack Chinn, 
Dennis Crabtree, Penny 
Crabtree, Ruth Davis, 
Martha Detty-Foster, 
Diana Evans, Doris 
Evans, Phyllis Fulk, Joyce 
Haag, Mary Johnston, 
Carolee Lewis, Freda 
Lowery, Mary Maxson, 
Rushie McAllister, Anna-
belle Miller, Maudine 
Minnis, Pat Parsons, 
Joan Shasteen, Nancy 
Shaw, Lavon Shields, 
Irena Skaggs, Jim Skaggs, 
Joann Smith, Anna Sum-
mers, David Summers 
and Phyllis Taylor.

Also recognized were 
winners at this year’s 
Art Show, including: 
Alice M. Smith of Adams 
County – “Victor Potts 
Best of Show Award” in 
the Amateur Category; 
Pat Thompson of Adams 
County – “Victor Potts 
Best of Show Award” 
in the Professional Cat-
egory”; Rita Haley of 

Gallia County - “Mary 
Peck Friend of Animals 
Award”; Sharon Brown of 
Jackson County – “Peo-
ple’s Choice Award” – 
Norma E. Graf of Scioto 
County for “Best Overall 
Essay”; and Jeri Ingles of 
Gallia County for “Best 
Overall Poem.”

Outstanding Seniors 
(As Selected by Each 
County Senior Center)

Adams County – Pas-
tor Phil Fulton; Highland 
County – Juanita Kelley; 
Jackson County – Wanda 
Cross; Lawrence County 
(Ironton Senior Center) 
– Doris Roberts; Law-
rence County (Sybene-
Chesapeake Senior 
Center) – Lorene Plybon; 
Pike County – Richard 
Rundels; and Ross Coun-
ty – Betty Hougland.

AAA7 presents awards at appreciation brunch

Pictured front row, left to right, Carole Alder, Ohio University; Charles Gorman, Southern State 
Community College; Gary Fenderbosch, AAA7 Board of Trustees President; and State Representative 
Doug Green. Second row, left to right, Megan Brown, Shawnee State University; Joy Shytle, Ohio 
University Southern; Kaci Compton, Field Representative for US Congressman Brad Wenstrup; Juli 
Stephens, Field Representative for US Congressman Bill Johnson; and Pam Matura, AAA7 Executive 
Director. Back row, left to right, Ginny Pinson, Department of Business Administration Health Care 
Administration at Shawnee State University; Eliza Harper, Ohio University School of Nursing; Leeann 
Denning, Shawnee State University Department of Nursing; and Paul Dovyak, University of Rio Grande 
Social Work Program.

The 2015 AAA7 Partnership of the Year Award was presented to the 
University of Rio Grande Esther Allen Greer Museum. Pictured is 
AAA7 Executive Director Pam Matura and Jim Allen, Art Professor 
at the University of Rio Grande.

“We got a call (from 
an airman) who said 
‘You have a torpedo’ 
coming at you,” Mowrey 
said. Anyone who was 
considered necessary 
was to go to the upper 
deck, and Mowrey said 
he believed the men 

were told to go to to the 
top deck so that they 
had a chance to make it 
off the ship if they were 
hit.

“I was high as I could 
get near a life raft,” he 
said. “And you could see 
bubbles coming from 
(the torpedo).”

While others in the 
convoy planned to move 
their ships to avoid 
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Vet Mowrey shows 
a photo of a 
hill that can 
be seen in the 
West Indies, 
which is 
where his ship 
was during 
parts of the 
war. Mowrey 
said that he 
didn’t expect 
tropical 
islands to be 
so wooded, 
and was 
surprised at 
what he saw 
from his ship.
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being hit, Mowrey said 
Cmdr. Spahr refused to 
move the USS Vogelge-
sang.

“Other men got after 
(Spahr) and he said ‘No, 
I’m protecting this big-
ger ship, I’m supposed 
to protect that ship, and 
I’m supposed to take the 
hit,’” Mowrey related.

In the end, the tor-
pedo cleared the ship 
by 5-10 feet, and that 
the USS Vogelsang, a 
destroyer ship, had done 
its job by protecting the 
larger ships around it.

After his two-year 
service, Mowrey was 

honorably discharged 
from the military 
in June of 1946. He 
attended Ohio Univer-
sity, where he gradu-
ated with a four-year 
degree in three-and-a-
half years. He studied 
accounting. After his 
accounting work, Mow-
rey worked in the coal 
mines of Prestonburg, 
Ky. but returned to the 
Ohio Valley to work 
at Philip Sporn Power 
Plant, which eventually 
became AEP, where he 
did work in the lab and 
instruments section. 
From then on he worked 


